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Those in groups 4 and 5 received and average wage in 1881, of $276.19
and in 1891, 8326.60, an increase of $50.41 each

The grouping brmo's out this gratifying fact more vividly than the gen-
eral figures. The practical lesson to the employees is that it pays to be
thorough.

The wage-earner has certainly during the ten years advanced to a higher
plane of existence, and the greater his skill the better his pay.

If we compare the cost of raw material with the value of the output to
see whether those establishments, big or little, have had an increased
burden placed upon them or not, we find that in group 1, in 1881, the cost
of the raw material was 406 per cent of the value of the finished article
and in 1891, 34-3 per cent ; that in group 2, it was 524 per cent in 1881,
and 467 per cent in 1891 ; ’that in group 3, it was 57-7 per cent in 1881,
and 501 per cent in 1891 ,' that in group 4, it was 594 per cent in 1881
and 523 per cent in 1891, and that in group 5 it was 62'7 per cent in 1881
and 596 in 1891.

Thus the higher up we go in the groups the cost of raw material becomes
an increasingly larger proportion, while in the group of smaller industries
the cost was not only less in 1381 and in 1891 than in the larger groups,
but in 1891 it was less in a more marked degree than in 1881. The general
reduction in the cost is probably due in the first instance to the decreased
cost of transport. Other causes have been at work, but whatever their re-
lative importance the fact that there has been a very considerable reduction
in the cost of the raw materials is most satisfactory and is very clearly ex-
hibited in the system of grouping.

Taking the wages paid and the cost of the raw material and comparing
the two with the value of the output in each group, we have:

1881 1891

Group No. 1.... ...... iTE0 SN — 685
2l o s semte saenn THS. e e .71°3
3o Thd 72°9

4 7 W I St 735
Biyuevmsss o TR s 2 o pvws sz 3 5 ¢ 5o 77°6

Thus in group 1 in 1881, 23-8 per cent and in 1891, 315 per cent re-
mained to represent the amount of the fund from which to pay cost of cap-
ital repairs to buildings and machinery, insurance, depreciation, &e.

In group 2 in 1881 242 per cent and in 1891, 28-7 per cent.
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297. Examination into the item of ‘¢capital invested ” shows, in each
group, that the capital produced less proportionately in 1891 than in 1881.
Thus each $100 of Capital produced of finished articles in:
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